
SUMMER SCHOOL 2012 

It was in the middle of May when a friend of mine told me how interesting application form she 

had just found. And of course, being me as I am, I started digging and digging, till I hadn't got all 

the information. It was about two week long International Summer school, taking place at 

Faculty of Economic and Business, which purpose was to learn about new public sector 

management trends (including the idea of integrating managerial approaches to the public 

sector activities within public-private partnerships (PPP) as an important part of this trends).  

And I did. I had prepared my application (CV and so on) and just waited to be told if I am 

accepted or not. And yes, I made it and I realized that from the 26th July my life is going to be 

richer for an international experience in my own city! 

So it started. On Tuesday we began with our activities, precisely at 7.00, when we, students 

coordinators, started preparing T-shirts and packages of Summer school tools (like maps, 

programs, tips, information about our country ...). Then a huge breakfast was prepared for us in 

the school where we started getting to know each other. We soon realized that we were a group 

of 37 students coming from 7 different countries. Then we arranged some students benefits, like 

students meal coupons, and the same day we started with our first lesson- Introduction to PPP 

and Project financing and PPP.  

Lessons were organized during the whole day. Some of them were in the morning, and some in 

the afternoon. But why it wasn't as exhausting as it sounds? We were hanging out a lot, every 

day we had lunch all together and then some free time for an hour and a half, when we usually 

went for some coffee. And after that, we had afternoon's lessons and so on.   

Program consisted of three main goals: lectures, excursions and social events. Lectures were 

divided in 3 obligatory modules, each worth 3 ECTS. Module A was about Economics of PPP, 

Project financing and PPP, International 

markets and PPP, Development of a 

Regional Market of Services in European 

Union and Global Management in 

technological firms: current issues and 

future trends in PPP. Second module, 

module B, was about Entrepreneurial 

behavior in PPP, Project management and 

PPP, Forecasting and modeling in PPP, 

Management and governance of PPP and 

Risk management. And the last, module C, 

in which we also took part in the project 

work (what we had started virtually 

before the beginning the Summer school), 

was built of the topics: Intrapreneurship in PPP, Social responsibility in public service: Ethical 

viewpoint, Legal aspects of PPP and Case studies of PPP from environmental field. 

But our days didn't consist only of morning and afternoon lessons, but we also had a lot of 

excursions, in which we had met the real cases of private-public partnerships. On the 3th  of July 

we visited Dogoše in order to get familiar with Aquasystem (Maribor central waste treatment 

plant) as an example of PPP.  



On Friday, a few days earlier, we travelled to the other part of Slovenia- to the seaside. It was a 

whole day excursion, in which we first saw project ''Stožice'' and ''Bicycle LJ'' in Ljubljana, 

another two examples of PPP. Then we continue at Ministry of Finance with a lecture about PPP 

regulation and cases of PPP in Slovenia. At the seaside, we first visited Sečovlje Salina, where 

they also explained us the old way of “making” salt and for the end we had opportunity to see 

wonderful aquarium Piran, which was also renovated within a public-private partnership 

project. 

 

 

 

It would be, I guess, good thing to tell something about our feelings about all the ''going on' 

within Summer school. When I first saw people from all that different countries, I first thought 

about the difficulties with languages, cultures, even food. But it was such a wrong opinion. Those 

were even most interesting things! We were a mixture of Slovakian, Romanian, Slovenian, 

Spanish, Portuguese, Croatian and Polish students, all different but all the same. Summer school 

took place in Maribor just when Festival Lent started, our traditional festival full of cultural and 

music events. We were there almost every night, so visiting students had opportunity to meet 

also that face of Maribor.  

The evening called »International Evening«, prepared by Ms Sanja Kocijan, was also one of the 

most wonderful 'evening events'. It 

was evening full of different 

emotions. Each of the groups had a 

mission to introduce something 

with pantomime, and the others had 

to figure it out. And the team that 

had (summed up together with the 

points of questions about 

participating countries's facts and 

habits) highest score was the 

winner. Then we had dinner and 

some time to hang up with each 

other, to dance with Nafa (Nafa: a 

professional dancer) and to 



realized that our time together is coming to an end.  

Now please allow me, to finish with the words of an American author and humorist, Mark Twain: 

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn’t do than by the ones 

you did do. So throw off the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your 

sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” (Mark Twain) 

So the experience with the Summer school, which I already have in my pocket at the time of 

writing this report, is one of them, one of the things you have done, like Twain said. The one, you 

should not leave to slip through your fingers. Because it was an international experience, an 

experience being abroad but yet at home. Learning new things with foreigners, but friends. 

 

Lot of people, during this summer, asked me, why I had decided for participating at this summer 

school. I finished with all my study obligations for current year 2 weeks before the start,  and 

they were asking me why I want extra work, why I want to be in the school even if it is summer 

and I finished all duties for this school year? But the answer was and is very simple. Because of 

the new experience. Experience which opened my eyes for a lot of things and been confirmed 

that just the cooperation, trying to understand each other even when you speak another 

language, is right key to success. So, Summer school and all the people who were involved in this 

incredible project, thank you for that unforgettable experience! 
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